The epidemiology of drug resistant epilepsy and adverse effects of antiepileptic drugs.
Patients with partial, particularly complex partial, epilepsy, especially where this is related to underlying cerebral disease or damage, tend to respond poorly to existing antiepileptic drug therapy. The epidemiology of such patients is reviewed, together with the adverse effects of antiepileptic drug therapy which may be acute (dose-related and idiosyncratic) or chronic. Such chronic toxicity may cause nervous system, skin, hepatic, haematological, endocrine, and connective tissue problems, and also disorders of pregnancy. As complex partial epilepsy often responds poorly to drug therapy, the possible benefit of surgical treatment should be considered at a relatively early stage.